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LILLY AND UK GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCE £279 MILLION STRATEGIC 
COLLABORATION TO TACKLE SIGNIFICANT POPULATION HEALTH 

CHALLENGES, INCLUDING OBESITY 
 

Announcement includes a major real-world study into obesity, trialling new obesity service design models and doubles 
anticipated investment to launch Lilly Gateway Labs in the UK  

 
BASINGSTOKE, 14 October 2024 – Eli Lilly and Company today announced a strategic 
collaboration with the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC), Department for Science, 
Innovation and Technology (DSIT) and devolved nations to tackle significant population health 
challenges, including exploring new models to better care for people living with obesity. 
 
This collaboration will support the UK Government's plans to drive economic growth by boosting 
investment, promoting innovation and supporting entrepreneurship in the UK, while helping ‘build 
an NHS fit for the future’ by providing significant savings and supporting the provision of treatment 
in community settings. Lilly anticipates making an additional £279 million in new investment into 
the UK, bringing the expected total Lilly inward investment into the UK to £435 million. 
 
The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the strategic collaboration, between Eli Lilly and 
Company, and the UK Government and devolved nations and NHS England, represents a shared 
ambition to address population health challenges. 
 
The collaboration will explore how Lilly, and wider industry, can work with the UK Government to 
further plans to establish new and innovative ways of delivering health and care services, including 
consideration of potential financial contributions from the UK Government and industry. Lilly’s 
investment in support of the implementation of this work, subject to final Government approvals, 
could help define future models of care for obesity treatment, including digital tools that could support 
people living with obesity. Lilly and the UK Government intend to collaborate to further these aims 
– demonstrating Lilly’s long-term commitment to the UK and improving healthcare outcomes 
globally. 
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In addition, Lilly plans to initiate a five-year real-world evidence study (SURMOUNT-REAL UK) in 
partnership with Health Innovation Manchester, subject to relevant approvals. The study will evaluate 
the real-world effectiveness of tirzepatide in weight loss, diabetes prevention, and prevention of 
obesity-related complications for adults with obesity. The evidence generated will potentially inform 
the UK's care pathway approach to the treatment of obesity. Significantly, the five-year study will also 
aim to collect data on healthcare resource utilisation, health-related quality of life and changes in 
participants’ employment status and sick days from work.  
 
As a third activity under the MoU, Lilly aims to launch a Lilly Gateway Labs (LGL) location in the 
UK to support biotech innovation. This LGL initiative, which would represent up to £204 million 
additional investment over three years, will look to create an innovation accelerator to offer promising, 
early-stage UK biotechs access to Lilly’s expertise, tailored lab space, and potential financial 
investment. This anticipated investment would more than double the £156 million already committed 
by Lilly to support UK biotech innovation, paving the way to establish a new LGL site. LGL has 
successfully launched in several locations, and this is the first LGL investment announced in Europe. 
Lilly is exploring the potential to add a second LGL site in the UK in the coming years. 
 
The MoU also includes further areas for collaboration: the UK Government and Lilly will work 
together with the aim to bring more of Lilly’s clinical trials to the UK,  leveraging the UK's strength 
in research and innovation; and the UK Government and Lilly will work together to explore future 
investment opportunities in the UK, which may include potential investment in manufacturing sites 
or collaborations with UK venture capital funds and academic institutions.  
 
David A. Ricks, Chair and CEO of Lilly, commented, “We welcome this opportunity to partner 
with the UK Government on tackling and preventing disease, and accelerating innovation to advance 
care delivery models. Today’s announcement is an important milestone, and we are pleased to 
reinforce Lilly’s commitment to improving health for people living with obesity and its serious 
consequences.” 
 
Professor Rachel Batterham, Senior Vice President for International Medical Affairs at Lilly, 
added, “Obesity is a public health epidemic and is a causal factor of many major chronic health 
conditions. Tackling obesity requires a holistic approach, including prevention strategies and effective 
support services for those already living with obesity. At Lilly, we are passionate about improving 
lives, ensuring access for innovation, and partnering across the health system to tackle complex 
challenges like obesity.”  
 
Health and Social Care Secretary, Wes Streeting, said: “For all the challenges facing the health of 
our nation, we have two huge advantages: some of the world’s leading scientific minds, and a National 
Health Service with enormous potential. If we can combine the two, patients in this country can reap 
the rewards of the revolution in medical science unfolding before our eyes. 
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“This announcement helps the UK take its place as a world leader in life sciences. Partnerships like 
this are key to building a healthier society, healthier economy, and making the NHS fit for the future.”   
 
Science and Technology Secretary Peter Kyle said: “The UK’s life sciences sector is at the 
forefront of pioneering and life-saving research. This groundbreaking collaboration is proof that this 
sector is held in high esteem internationally and driving investment into the UK. 
 
“Investments like this drive forward work that will boost our health. But they also fire up our 
economy, creating the jobs, opportunity and growth we need to invest further in health and to push 
up living standards.” 
 
NHS England Chief Executive Amanda Pritchard said: “Obesity is one of the biggest public 
health issues we face. Today's momentous agreement shows the NHS is uniquely well-placed globally 
not just to bring effective treatments to those who would benefit most, but also to support science, 
research, jobs and economic growth across the country. We now have an important chance to gain a 
better understanding of the benefits of weight management interventions for patients, and how best 
to deliver them over the next few years.” 
  
Lilly has been operating in the UK for 90 years, and our UK business was the first Lilly affiliate to 
open outside the US. Today we have approximately 570 employees across the UK, working in roles 
spanning commercial, medical, scientific and support functions. 
 

# # # 

 

About Lilly  

Lilly is a medicine company turning science into therapies to make life better for people around the 

world. We've been pioneering life-changing discoveries for nearly 150 years, and today our 

medicines help more than 55 million people across the globe. Harnessing the power of 

biotechnology, chemistry and genetic medicine, our scientists are advancing new discoveries to 

address some of the world's most significant health challenges: redefining diabetes and obesity care; 

advancing the fight against Alzheimer's disease; providing options for debilitating immune system 

disorders; and transforming the management of difficult-to-treat cancers. With each step toward a 

healthier world, we're motivated by one thing: making life better for millions more people. That 

includes delivering innovative clinical trials that reflect the diversity of our world and working to 

ensure our medicines are accessible and affordable. To learn more, visit www.lilly.com/uk or follow 

us on LinkedIn.  
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For further information please contact:  

Claudia Birney, Lilly UK Press Office  

Phone: +44 20 3162 0046 

Email: ukpublicaffairs@lilly.com 


